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I ever have, written the eulogy of Frederick II., but I
have for these two years past been endeavoring to raise
a monument to his memory, that ought not to be wholly
unworthy of the labors by which his reign has been il-
lustrated, or of those grand lessons which his successes
and his errors have equally taught. I have engaged in
this considerable work, which will see the light in the
course of the present year, and of which I make no
secret.*

The Memorial which I presented to Frederick William
II. on the day of his accession to the throne was entirely
foreign to this plan. It was intended only to lay before
him the' hopes of worthy men, who knew how many
events, rather great than splendid, might take birth in
Prussia under a new reign and a Prince in the prime of
manhood.

The following is the Memorial in question, which has
been attributed to me as a crime. I lay my case before
the world, that the world may judge. I have not altered
a line, though my opinion has varied considerably in
some circumstances, as will be seen in my work on
Prussia. But I should have reproached myself had I
made any change, however trifling, in a Memorial to
which the venom of malignity has been imputed.

It has been often asked what right I had to present
such a Memorial.

Besides the thanks which the present King of Prussia
graciously was pleased to send me in a letter, he has
not disdained personally to address me, in a numerous
assembly, at the palace of his royal uncle, Prince Henry,
a week before my departure from Berlin. This I have
thought proper to make public, not in answer to idle
tales, which never could deceive any person, but because
the courage to love truth is even more honorable to a
King than that of speaking truth is to a private person.

* Ttiis Memorial was published in 1787, and the work alluded to is
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